
 
 

November 10, 2017 
 
President Donald Trump 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear President Trump, 
 
We respectfully urge that during your upcoming visit to the Philippines you 
denounce the extrajudicial killings that have taken place during President 
Rodrigo Duterte’s violent anti-drug campaign, as well as demand that 
President Duterte’s government oversee proper accountability for the innocent 
lives lost in this campaign. 
 
After taking the presidential office on June 30, 2016, President Duterte 
launched an anti-drug campaign that encouraged vigilante-style killings by the 
police. International human rights groups have estimated that at least 7,000 
were killed extrajudicially since the launch of President Duterte’s campaign.  
 
At the request of President Duterte, the Philippines National Police (PNP) 
initiated operations characterized by police brutality and violations of due 
process. In addition to the thousands of extrajudicial killings, PNP data 
showed that 113,932 people were arrested from July 2016 to September 2017, 
causing overcrowding and other inhumane conditions in prisons. The PNP 
justified most of the deaths by alleging that the suspects resisted arrest. 
However, the police often failed to provide evidence supporting this claim. In 
at least one case, CCTV footage recorded police officers executing a teenager 
who showed no sign of resistance during arrest.  
 
President Duterte was in no way apologetic in response to the state-sanctioned 
extrajudicial killings in his anti-drug campaign. In August 2016, he explicitly 
stated that “I don’t care about human rights,” and “my mouth has no due 
process.” He also likened himself to Hitler, and boasted that “Hitler massacred 
three million Jews; […] there’s three million drug addicts. […] I’d be happy to 
slaughter them.” 
 
As international pressure intensified for President Duterte to stop the 

extrajudicial killings, he tried to wipe his hands clean by stating that the high death toll 
could be attributed to “collateral damage” perpetrated by “rogue” cops. In reality, on the 
ground investigations by human rights groups revealed that police officers may have 
planted evidence at crime scenes and received financial rewards for the extrajudicial 
killings.  
 



While President Duterte ordered the police to withdraw from the campaign last month, the 
suffering of victims’ families does not end until there is accountability for the deaths of their 
loved ones. As the leader of a country that upholds law and justice in the highest regard, we 
urge you to demand justice for the families of those killed extrajudicially. 
 
In September of this year, the United States government committed two million dollars to 
the Philippine government in support of drug demand reduction programs. With President 
Duterte’s track record, there is no guarantee that this two million dollars of U.S. taxpayer 
funds would not be used for further corruption and anti-drug operations characterized by 
gross human rights violations. The United States should withdraw this two-million-dollar 
commitment or at the very least condition the grant on the verification that President 
Duterte has first taken credible and verifiable measures towards attaining full accountability 
for his government officials and police over past abuses and towards providing just 
compensation to all innocent victims. 
 
We hope you will serve as a voice for the victims in the extrajudicial killings and urge 
President Duterte to commit to international human rights principles in his future policy 
decisions.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Thor Halvorssen, President & CEO, Human Rights Foundation 
International Drug Policy Consortium 
Institute for Policy Studies, Drug Policy Project 
Asia Catalyst  
Youth Organisations for Drug Action (YODA) 
Philippines Human Rights Information Center 
Center for Popular Empowerment, Quezon City, Philippines 
Task Force Detainees of the Philippines 
Institute for Politics and Governance, Philippines 
Ellen Caigoy, Parañaque Alliance of Urban Poor Organizations 
ASEAN Youth Forum - Philippines 
Trinh Hoi, Executive Director, Vietnamese Overseas Initiative for Conscience  
           Empowerment (VOICE) 
Arnel Sevilla 
Alvin Quntanas 
Gustavo dos Santos 
Raissa Silboboro 
Reynaldo Pacete 
 
 
cc: Embassy of the Philippines, 1600 Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC 20036 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Philippines to the United Nations 
Nikki R. Haley, Representative of the United States to the United Nations 
James McGovern, Congressman for the 2nd District of Massachusetts 
Jackie Speier, Congresswoman for the 14th District of California 
Randy Hultgren, Congressman of the 14th District of Illinois 
 


